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THE DEATH OF HO CHI MINH: 

ITS MEANING FOR THE MOVEMENT 

by Carol Bnghtman 
LIBERATION News Service 

Ho Chi Minh died, after fifty years of struggle 
still the undefeated fighter for Vietnamese indep- 
endence Why is it that his death now seems so 
disturbing? 

There has been no lack of pre-packaged homage 
for the man whose stature as a revolutionary 
leader is matched only by a handful of men m this 
century. Moreover, as one whose personal history 
embraced the broad sweep of international commun- 
ism from the October Revolution to the present as 
well as the entire twentieth century struggle in 
Vietnam, Ho has appeared to many of us more as an 
institution than an individual ; and his own death, 
like his personal life, has not received much 
attention from the Movement In the last era of his 
life,when the great world wars between imperial 
systems were superceded by the third world war 
against a global imperialism guided by the United 
States , the person of Ho Chi Minh has. in fact, 
achieved an almost perfect identification with 
the war of national liberation which he led Per 
haps because the end of this war ii not m sight 
and the worst of it behind us (.and behind we 

mark the passing of the man lightly But it makes 
us think twice about the nature of hii right, 
and we are disturbed For there were elements to 
his revolutionary nationalism, namely its inter- 
nationalism, which those of us who inhabit the 
heartland of the Empire are tempted to forget., 

"The nation has its roots m the people " 
wrote Ho in an introduction to "Twene Recommend- 
ations" addressed to cadre and soldiers in early 
1948 If the study of this reai it ; formed the 
basis for the development of an ext t aordman ! > 
flexible and disciplined People's War in Vietnam, 
then the study of the international reality of 
imperialism formed the basis icr Ho s relent less 
cultivation of an ? nter nat xonai "People s Wa t" 
against US imperialism The difference between 
his father’s generation of nationalists and his 


own was. in fact, that Ho saw from the beginning 
that Vietnam’s struggle would be ultimately 
decided within a political arena that would em- 
brace most of the world s peoples and nations. 
Nothing less than participation m a global po- 
litical struggle would give Vietnam’s interests 
the direction and weight their realization would 
requi re . 

Ho Chi Minh’s search for this participation 
took him on a familiar voyage , Drawn by Wilson’s 
postwar punt if icat ions on national self-determin- 
ation he went first to the Palace of Versailles 
m 1919 Rebuffed there, he moved easily into 
exile circles in Parj.s where together with other 
colonials he pamphleteered earnestly on the 
evils of French colonial oppression From this 
platform he moved into French Socialist circles 
and m 1920 was one of the founding members of 
the French Communist Party when it split off 
from the Socialist Party in 1920 at the Congress 
of Tours. 

At that time I supported the October Revol - 
ution only instinctively/* he wrote retro- 
spectively m i960 ./’The reason for my 
joining the French Socialist Party was that 
these ’ ladies and gentlemen - had shown their 
sympathy toward me. toward the struggle of the 
oppressed peoples- But I understood neither what 
was a party, a. trade union, nor what was 
Socialism of Communism/’ 

I he turning point came when a comrade gave him 
Lenin’s "Thesis on the National and Colonial 
Questions/* From then on* "by studying Marxism- 
Leninism, parallel with participation in prac- 
tical acti vi te» . Ho determined that the struggle 
tor national independence could not be realized 
Without linking it with what he fully belie ted 
at. the time wa^ to be an international struggle 
ut the oppressed nation? and working people through 
out the world against colonial and capitalist 
exp lu; ration . 

Not only was r eve i at lOHary communism to be a 
Weapon it was to become as JIo matured the 
ultimate expression oi Lhe movement for national 
1 xbe rat i on 
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For over thirty year? 
liberation struggle as if u were an embodx --menc 
not only of the most exalted ideal? of die 
Leninism he learned tn the Thu id T ir ?r national 
but of the universal aspirations of all men 
for independence and .tteecom in : 94s when h« s 
provisional government was ready re proclaim its 
sovereignty, Ho found the Ameriron Declaration 
of Independence just as serviceable ns unv thing 
he had learned m the Soviet '‘University of the 
Toilers of the EastJ* 

However, the arena m which Ho fought has only 
infrequently approximated lus vision. In the most 
crucial phases of the long war ox independence 
Ho has essentialy had to toil alone,, The history 
of Soviet and Chinese indifference to the 
Vietnamese struggle against French colonialism 
is well known,- and it is safe to say that the two 
great socialist powers emerged visibly united 
on the Vietnam question when at the conference 
table in Geneva they combined to convince 
Ho that a compromise settlement was necessary 
to avoid the very real threat of a full-fledged,, 
possibly nuclear intervention by the United States. 

On the very eve of the Vietminfr victory over 
France, the following revealing exchange took 
place between Ho and Joseph Starobm an American 
journalist who visited him in his mountain cave 
in Northern Tonkin, M Under what conditions do 
you foresee that France will consider peace?*' 
Starobin asked. Ho replied simply -When they are 
beaten,'* And m the same interview he noted:; 
ff We are fighting an aged imperialism which is being 
bought for dollars by a young imperialism, ies, 
but we shall beat them both.,” 

In his informal statements then Ho acknowl- 
edged that revolutionary nationalism much less 
international communism, would not necessarily 
and inevitably win Only the victories cf people 
who dared would give those movements real force. 
When the '‘young imperialism” of the US for example 
aimed its immense guns on South Vietnam,. only the 
early and unexpected victories of the nascent 
National Liberation front drugged the Soviet 
Union (after the fall of Khrushchc /) into 
support. China’s political support w a s guaranteed 
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by i ts official espousal cf wars of national 
liberation, but the very espousal (as epitomized 
in Lm Piao s ’Long Live the Victory of People's 
War' which insists t list revolution cannot be ex- 
ported and must be carried out by the masses 
witlun the oppressed nation itself) precluded 
substantial material assistance. 

In what must be viewed as a heroic and ingenious 
feat of political stateemenshrp Ho Chi Minh has 
managed to make of the Vietnam resistance the 
one zone where the two socialist giants are 
forced to combine their enormous strength 
in support of a single irreproachable cause. 
Moreover; IIo has also managed to transform 
the geopolitics of the third world into more 
than a symbolic fighting wedge against the 
global ambitions of the United States 0 By its 
victory ever the U„S. air war. North Vietnam 
has demonstrated to all the underdeveloped coun- 
tries of the world precisely what the US aggression 
was designed to refute, namely that resistance 
to armed American imperialism is not only 
possible* it is wmnable. 

Ho*s struggle to internationalize the political 
arena of the Vietnam struggle has, of course* not 
stopped with the socialist bloc and the third 
world,, It has extended to the mass of people 
in the United States as well. Here* too* 

Ho's realism has been grounded not on any 
inevitable law of Leninist anti-imperialism, 
but on the concrete impact of his people's vic- 
tories on the political and economic substruct- 
ures cf the UoS„ government. 

The reality of this calculation finally 
realized itself in the eyes of the Vietnamese 
in the aftermath of the 1968 Tet offensive*, Then, 
(all too briefly) Johnson's war machine stood 
isolated and confused before the public and the 
world , 

Finally., before his death, what did Ho see 
when he surveyed the international arena in which 
both sides are so deliberately calculating their 
moves? In the South an important political 
victory was embodied m the formation of the 
broad- based Provisional Revolutionary Government 
m June of 1969 But like Hos own provisional 
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government formed in 1945 in Tonkin, final unifica- 
tion and consolidation will only happen after the 
heavy fighting still ahead comes to an end. 

On the military front. Ho saw a defeated 
counterinsurgency operation superseded by a 
limited or "local" war whose defeat in the 1968 
Tet Offensive has in turn been accompanied by 
a desperate turn toward a "Vietnamization" of 
the war. In practice, it is a move back to the 
first stage. NLF strategy is now simply to 
fight an offensive war of attrition against U.S.- 
Saigon troops, who are tied down defensively and 
in superfluous numbers on a few scattered bases 
and major cities. 

Yet here too the nature of such a war of 
attrition, given the vastly superior resources 
of the United States over France, will make it 
a long one. 

Finally, on the international front (and 
specifically on the political front inside the 
United States) the picture is genuinely ambiguous. 

The truth is that the United States govern- 
ment has managed to follow its military defeat 
in South Vietnam with a series of political 
victories over its opposition forces at home. 

This has allowed the U.S. to prolong the war so 
long that defeat is actually transformed into a 
kind of stalemate which military reality did not 
really allow. 

Not all of Washington’s political fortunes 
since the spring of 1968 have been as deliberate as 
Johnson's manipulation of the national elections, 
and the propaganda which Harriman injected into 
the Paris "battlefield”. Some were clearly 
fortuitous. The murder of Robert Kennedy, the 
emergence of Eugene McCarthy, and the assasination 
of Martin Luther King which led the movement 
into greater preoccupation with racism-- these 
were opportunities taken by the Administration to 
defer its reckoning in Vietnam and to consoli- 
date its bargaining position in Paris. 

Even today, with the talks discredited, 
with sounds of renewed antiwar activity in the 
air, there are many questions: Does the political 

development of the American movement allow it 
to see with clarity that the defeat of U.S. 


imperialism in Vietnam is m fact che most im- 
portant way that the movement, can demonstrate that 
it (not the government under Democratic or Re- 
publican control) is the force which has the interests 
of the American people at heart, and that it is the 
revolutionary movement which has the capacity to 
fight for the people ana with the people : Do 

the leaders of that movement fully comprehend the 
importance of such a defeat for our capacity to 
wage effective class struggle against the entire 
mi 1 itary- corporate complex on which the war rests? 

What disturbs us is that we must admit that 
Ho died before this phase in the international 
struggle against U.S. imperialism in which he 
p laved such a decisive role has been resolved. 

-30- 
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IF AMERICA SHOULD GO COMMUNIST 

By Leon Trotsky (1935) 

LIBERATION News Service 

Should America go Communist as a result of the 
difficulties and problems which your capitalist 
social order is unable to solve, it will discover 
that Communism, far from being an intolerable 
bureaucratic tyranny and individual regimentation, 
will be the means of greater individual liberty 
and shared abundance. 

At present most Americans regard Communism 
solely in the light of the experience of the 
Soviet Union. They fear lest Sovietism in America 
would produce the same material results as it has 
brought for the culturally backward peoples of 
the Soviet Union.... 

Actually American Soviets will be as different 
from the Russian Soviets as the United States 
of President Roosevelt differs from the 

Russian Empire Tsar Nicholas II. Yet, Communism 
can come in America only through revolution, just 
as independence and democracy came in America. The 
American temperament is energetic and violent, and 
it will insist on breaking a good many dishes and 
upsetting a good many apple carts before Communism 
is firmly established Americans are enthusiasts 
and sportsmen before they are specialists and 
statesmen, and it would be contrary to the American 
tradition to make a major change without choosing 
sides and cracking heads .... 

-30- 
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BRING THE WAR HOME: CHICAGO, OCTOBER 11 

A MILLION PEOPLE IN WASHINGTON: NOVEMBER 15 
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BLACKS IN STRUGGLE: 

FAYETTE COUNTY AGAIN 
By William L. Griffen 
LIBERATION News Seivice 
SOMERVILLE, Tenn . (LNS) -- Remember Fayette 
County? Back in the early 1960’s, Fayette County 
was the scene of the famous "tent city," established 
by black people who were denied housing and em- 
ployment when they tried to register to vote 

Things are happening again m Fayette County, 
the fifth poorest county in the nation (popula- 
tion: 21,000 blacks and 8,000 whites) 

The blacks have organized a boycott of white 
merchants -- and the economic pressure is hurting, 

A local judge has threatened to declare a ’’state 
of insurrection," while negotiations between the 
whites and blacks have broken down. 

The current strife was touched off by an 
incident which occurred Aug* 12* The Sept, 4 
issue of Jet magazine reported the attack of 
Julian Pulliam, a white grocer, and his son 
Jerald, 17, on a black family: Mrs- Percellia 

Hobson, 59, and her two daughters, Vernell, 23, 
and Vester, 25, at their home: 

"The sisters reported that they were driving 
along Jackson Road when Jerald Pulliam and his 
sister swiftly passed them* As the car passed, 
Vester Hobson siad, 'Why don’t you watch where 
you are driving?' and continued home. After 
they arrived home, Pulliam and his son allegedly 
rushed in and beat the two sisters, and when 
their mother tried to pull the attackers off her 
daughters, she was beaten over the head with a 
b lack j ack . " 

What is not told m this account is that 
although the beating happened and was reported 
to the sheriff's office on Tuesday, Aug. 12, 
it was not until the next Friday, Aug iS, that 
the sheriff picked up Puiliam with a warrant 
The charge was assault and battery, trespassing 
and disturbing the peace. 

The son was found guilty in a Juvenile 
Court hearing and now is on indefinite probation 
Julian Pulliam is free on $1,000 bail waiting 
Fayette County grand jury action l*te in No ember 
Incensed over the beating, the slowness of 
the arrest, and the lack of a speedy trial, the 


black community waited for some indication of in- 
dignation and apology from the white community - 
Nothing but silence and business as usual. 

'Hie blacks decided to boycott the business 
as usual . 

A protest rally at the Somerville courthouse 
led to mass arrests on Sunday, Aug. 24 Police 
made 123 arrests (63 adults and 60 children) when 
a group numbering about 400 attempted to meet on 
the courthouse lawn 

The local whites, using ordinances long since 
struck down by the courts as unconstitutional, 
denied the group access to public property and 
forbade the carrying of signs. 

In an attempt to intimidate leaders of the 
group, incitement to riot charges were brought 
against Baxton Bryant, 50, executive director of 
the Tennessee Council of Human Relations, Cash 
Williams, 20, and Terry Saine, 20, of Fayette 
County . 

Ironically, it had been Mr, Bryant along with 
James Mock of Memphis (the protest organizer) who 
called for non-violence while the arrests were being 
made and urged both sides to "keep their cool," 

Cash Williams was taken from his bed around mid- 
night Sunday by four sheriff deputies after 
having been released six hours earlier on his own 
recognizance 

For exercising their Constitutional right 
to be on public property these thre-e blacks were 
arrested and hit with bail of $2,500 each- For 
beating three black ladies, Pulliam was arrested 
(3 days delay) and bail was set at $1,000. 

The out-of-town persons arrested were held 
on $350 bail each and spent either one or two 
days in the Somerville county jail. In the cell 
] was m with three others there were no mattresses 
j us t iron cots, broken windows making the cell 
cold at night, wasp nests on the ceiling, roaches 
on the floor and one "meal" served in the 27 
hour stretch -- a piece of fat-back the size of 
a finger, a few biscuits and some substance 
masquerading as jelly 

At one time during the week there were 28 
people in one ceil under these conditions No 
white officials that I talked with seemed con- 
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cemed over these barbaric conditions 

The effectiveness of the boycott of wh 1 1 c 
Somerville merchants is attested by tin anxious- 
ness of the white community to work out a deal and 
have the boycott called off. One business leader 
said he had heard "at least a dozen" other 
businessmen say they regard the situation as 
more explosive than earlier racial troubles 

The business leader’s anal) sis continued. 
"It’s mainly because there are so many young 
folks mixed up in it this time During the 
earlier troubles you could find some middle- 
aged and older Negroes (read Uncle ioms i to talk 
with, but there’s a lack of communication now.” 

But what the black community was saying 
now was that it was not going to be bought off 
with a few meaningless concessions -- deputizing 
a few blacks to parade around town with riot 
sticks, calling a meeting to talk about any- 
thing but the real issues, etc. 

In a county where two- thirds of the people 
are black, the boycott has worked The in- 
junction issued against the boycott ».s meaning- 
less because the boycott has been effected by 
non-coercive means. Voung black brothers walk 
in twos around the square and take down names for 
the "Uncle Tom of the Week" award Bla;k leaders 
"window shop" and watch for boycott -breakers and 
simply read their names at the nightly 
meetings. Downtown Somerville is dese* ..bed well 
by the sign at the local movie. ’’Now Flaying -- 
’More Dead than Alive.’" 

The white merchants are demanding to 

normalcy, but the city fathers, the locai judge 
and the sheriff can't deliver. Sc in x itera- 
tion the whites get tough with the "niggers’* 
and the white civil rights "agitators." 1'h j s 
solidifies the movement and makes the bo>jc T .t 
that much easier. The powers in Some : l ' ■' 
are in a box. 

+ *• + «r 

Editor’s note: The author of the abcv f article 

is director of the Cortland County f \ x ) - - 
Fayette County (Tenn.J Project 
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PAMIIER5 ARRESTED IN NEW HAVEN INCIDENT, WARN 
AGAINST RIOTS 

NEW I i WEN (LNS) -- Fwo members of the Black 
Panther Party who tried to avert a not were among 
10 people busted for breach of peace, loitering, 
and disorderly conduct after a fight broke out 
at a dance and people were forced into the street. 

According to a report from View From the Bottom, 
a radical paper- in New Haven, the Panthers arrived 
as hundreds of people gatheied outside the dance 
and fighting flared- The Panthers tried to cool 
the scene by marching people to a nearby park and 
saying that it was foolsih to fight among them- 
selves, that they should find out who their real 
enemies were and move in a more organized fashion. 

At the park, they urged people to go home. 

But some of the people who did not go to the 
pa?k began pitching bricks through windows and 
at cop cars. The crowd regathered A fully -armed 
riot squad led by chi e f Ahern This parked Cadillac 
guarded by a pig with a dog) waded into the people 
with clubs swinging. Police grabbed those who 
i an up on porches- and front yards, filling three 
vans, and chased the rest three blocks down Howard 
Avenue. They sprayed mace in at least one of the 
wagons alter the people were locked inside. 

I’wo days later at a rally in front of the 
courthouse three more Panthers were busted (one 
sister lor calling a policeman a pigj and the 
raiiy was broken up. 

Following the near not, the Panthers issued 
this statement: 

"The Black Panther Party no longer sees riots 
as a feasible means of fighting the pigs of the 
power structure We feel that all people should 
have guns in then homes because the pigs are 
: constantly going on to people's private property 
and into people’s h jmes for illegal arrests and 
that people should be able to defend themselves 
t r cm the pigs. As far a< mass actions in the street 
arc concerned, people must learn to stop beating 
pigs with rocks, trying to stop paddywagons with 
b; . anP start mating to 35 7 Magnums. Other- 
wise* tin rocks am.) brooks thrown by large crowds 

vmi only m-e It in making the pigs turn into mad 
clog- that :lu\ are, resulting m a large ciowd 

I v. Jr p v a ' - r 0 • 
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THE PHU BINH UPRISING 


"showcase” treatment Phu Binh got bigger but 


By Hugo Hill 
LIBERATION News Service 

Quang Ngai, Aug 29 { LN5 )-• Three thousand 
Vietnamese peasants, with the help of Liberation 
troops, last Wednesday tore down the concentration 
camp that the US military had torced them to 
live in The uprising -- in Phu Binh "new life 
hamlet," Quang Ngai province s_ame as a 
response to increasing American efforts to "pacify” 
the South Vietnamese countryside 

About 8:30 at night Liberation Armed Forces 
entered Phu Binh and rallied the inhabitants to 
a mass meeting Puppet troops, assigned to 
guard the camp, ran at the first sight of the 
liberators. No shots were fired 

Phu Binh residents told me the next 
morning that the Liberation soldiers first ex- 
plained NLF policy to the people and then urged 
them to return to their original homes Some 
of the people eagerly accepted the opportunity 
to leave, but others said they couldn't go 
back because of the bombing. Iherr old homes 
axe now in a ’’free stuke zone " 

But all the people agreed on striking 
a blow at the wretched v_ond., tion: of the 
"new life hamlet " Using k eroi^As. . t^r. -'be- 
an d battering rams, the peupie 01 J their 
troops turned Phu B i_nh ur.v a pne of iubbie 
The mud walls were collapsed the roof beams 
burned, and the Batman sweat shirt . ” g * f t of 
the USA" i put to the torch. 

All the able-bodied men arid many ng 
women were given arms, and iht; i.eft to par- 
ticipate full-time in the struggle. The very 
young and the very old sta>e-J behind to 
laugh at the puppet guard-- who siu cpi m ,.y 
returned the next morning 

Phu Binh was founded in 19oS when the 
US undertook to depopulate 3 Uu South Vietnamese 
countryside People were bombed out v,i liberated 
areas and herded into "refugee ‘.amp'. " 

As the orisiaughT Cera, jiuitti Phu B.nh gr- w 
It was never a model •«. amp It to. far i 1 

miles) from the province capital tc be 
ered "secured" and too . -oi n d to / < t 
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not prettier; it was a t own ol mud-walled, tin- 
roofed barracks sitting on barren ground 

Oil c old inan , who hud lo.^t his right leg to 
an artillery shell, tuid me how he and his fellow 
villagers had come to Phu Binh 

"This is not our home," he said "We are 
from Nghia Thanh, but the Americans won’t let 
us live there any mure First they bombed our 
village, so we had to ii-.e underground in bunkers, 
But we kept growing Ihcn the American 

soldiers came on an ope rati or. They burned 
everything and loaded us on Fu.ii copters They 
brought us here and made the puppet soldiers 
guard us But they don’t need the guards ; be- 
cause we can’t go huiric anyway The land m 
Nghia Thanh is good, but i i wc try to work in 
the fields the American^ win bomb us Here 
the land is bad and we can’t grow anything 
We’re all beggar now but we have no choice," 

1 a^ked him how it was pc^aibie for some 
of the people to leave the night before- How 
would they be able tc uve under the bombs’: 

"They are young and healthy, they can do 
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THE MOTOR Cih \ IM ; . 


CONTROVERSIAL DEMONSTRATION A i>l : h * i 
LIBERATION News jenui 

(Editor’s note: One day la^r 9 

women from Detroit demons! rat* ; . * 

rialism y racism and male cnj^a ■ c „ : y : 

Community College . The uuUc-au/. s:y .. f 
demonstration , which has been p-:.. ' 
fended by the SDS national leooU "e-l.r • -■ . 
tendency they represent -- j.. 'A. ;, • 

— has touched off a cent root rsy r : :c;' i - / ■ f 

implications for the womevf s i : o- : a: * . *. 'C vm.. m 
arcd tfte radical movement in general- P. ' ' «•*. \ t _, 
are /bur i tews ; firsts a aes u t - : c i .> ... ,7 * / / 
action as it appear-ed in The fmv. B'x; b , 
new SDS monthly; second 3 a cri mo Vc , ‘ 7 • 

in tfre Black Panther new op ape r; 
detailed report on the action m-.c - . * . 

Citi/ SDS /br /Vew Le/t IJotes ‘ he SDS : a o - ■ mm 
and fourth , the criticism of Ml A t: y , y a r 

national secretary of SDS and s 

a/ t/ze SDS National Interim (Sa-aa * -a .or- 

lished in New Left Notes,) 

■* * * 

1 THE MOTOR C1T\ MNL 

Last week rune women - rww the Ma 
N ine -- walked into a classroom a; Via . e u •■'.•ac 
nity College and barricaded the do*.,'. > Ta J/ 
they interrupted the srndenm wr.ii.-ig Ana; 
exams to talk about the mo si impA-tAA Amp 
going on in the world today - m.ng> aa 
teachers at Macomb College ncv. . men: ..a • ; - 

lie about They rapped atn>u r the U<; 1 

and about how the Vietnamese women ' ua-a; 

struggle together with v i e tn a mo n> 'a.* a a H c - 

imperialism 

They rapped about the ^ L. , ' 1 


tion and the Black Pan: he i‘«Viy. al. 
Macomb College keeps black people ua 
them higher tuition, saying i ■. ’ ■ no s 
don't live in the same c u.mman . a 

They spoke about now .\h - p.-ug 
acting against the people or t Ik aj 
in the rich get richer, and in . am : * 


must join the revolution ; a w.-.g-. d 


I I h! K 


, a : jK-upie across the world to liberate 
■■ ;.^ih . i,t the wond lor all the people 

j [;, t i'. ^ gai'i to talk about how women are 
A p ” Hoam n. this count ry, two men got up to leave 
Mk rv.-ni ! t i s reported that the Motor City Nine 
.-CAjoiuiul u s ic h an exhibition of male chauvinism 
aiio guic r,ii pig behavior by attacking the men 
* . i h ka; jU and prevented them from leaving the 
i ooiii !iu y lIku continued to discuss how women 
.o c a-id as - . vo iabci m the household, exploited 
on tlic . .ibe. .... rw^t. and t u rnea into sexual 

U 1 1 j t c: •- 

unc v. i me m ui .died tnc pxgs and the women 
wva arn/Ai - a The> were released ori bonds totaling 
s-. _sOO r c -rioiges- of disorderly person and assault 

.j.i ; Li 0 <i * * l . • 

i iv. Mo' or City Nine are part of the women's 
A be a r >.on mA. em-ca t They understand that the road 
to iM.mt 1 i ih si 1 *: ion i 5 not through personal 
(i,r v uo«; -• :d^ui me oppression of women, newt 
it r I ; . -.:gh ;i. appeal to the public conscience 
:n>An. s h dcmoii -t - .it A ons or guerilla theater 
aoo.it ■ o. ue or fomaie ii Deration It will 

. . . . o.iiC a in- • AOmen act, not only around the 
j. : • looj.cf. A Tcntion, but when they 
t 'Con-: 1 mm 'Uv.h -t$ the war and racism; 

iVs'iLn -d • j iV ■. i it';. \>.i] L come when women exercise 
L a. n ' ■. a:* 1 done in Vietnam and in the Macomb 

' i • ' ,=:/ • room 

► r ♦ t • ♦ r T * * ’•' + 

MU.uiv C i . i NINE, NOT IvOMEN* 'S LIBERATION 
; woMiA'S r )f I EkIORAT J ON 
b>. r\mthci Sisters 
o’ i . it. m a certain underground 
. .i-, . .. Nca ml: Notes * The Fire Next 

! a ' i : j m . ,u.;ib . r j*. . entitled "MOTOR CITY 
, !■* c: i.e.v the genera, movement 

• ' S • :* :: RAl tOr. '.an be ca opted, 

■ ■ ; v >i u-ed v.o farther the de- 

. r feu.'d' to gain attention and 
« . ’ ■ . ; ' i . c t o : i c t y in t3:oriCc J 

I ' . it i '> < 1 i s t. ur, t i ' i ' ubs 1 1 tut ion 
• c ! tiii . i i a t v Hi a A ch au v xTi i SHI . 

■ , • Ni.M in.aded a final exam ses* 
i ' go, and demanded that the 
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students listen undivided!)' / their rhetoric When 
students (male) attempted to leave m disgust they 
attacked them using karate (hardly a way to win 
them over ) . 

These pseudo FREEDOM FIGHTERS by using an- 
tagonistic methods to air their grievances against 
male chauvinism unfortunately heighten the con- 
tradictions between men and women in this 
society . 

Apparently they rapped about the Biack Panth- 
er Party and it would be interesting to Learn 

as 

their specific references/ their tactics cer- 
tainly didn’t reflect any unde r standing of Party 
Program or Principles If they had a minimal 
understanding behind the real issues of women’s 
liberation struggle, they would have been more 
responsible in dealing with the problem Instead, 
by abstractly talking about their actions could 
only have had a negative influence on the people 
they were trying to relate to. 

The article claims that women's i. i be ration 
will come M when women act, not only around the 
issues of women's liberation, but when they act 
on other issues as well ” This is correct :.n 
theory, but their practice was 'anti -men M 
Physical force and coercion is not. the way to deal 
with contradictions among the people 

They repeatedly mentioned the Vietnamese 
women’s participation in the struggle, but 
we hardly think that the Vietnamese, women resor- 
ted to theatrics and gimmicks to gam their 
liberation. On the contrary, their jcunous 
struggle in life and death situations na r diy 
allows for such disurufymg tac’iu. 

Women in the Black Panther Party can only 
view such actions perpetrated by tne MOTOR 
CITY NINE as reactionary and as a tu ; kwa r .J step 
in resolving very serious prubl-ms 
men and women. We view cur snuggle rea 1 
and too serious to be played with Wo u u see- 
the necessity for unity in order r r adu.w-? 
liberation m any form or la-nun 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE Pant no: Sue—. 


L M kA ' i IA N . V . 


III. BRP.AK ON THROUGH TO THE OTHER SIDE 
by Motor City SDS 

I he McComb action, now known throughout the 
count i>, was an action taken by rune Motor City 
SDS women at a local community college. We gath- 
ered outside a sociology classroom of about 40 
or SO students who were taking a final exam. We 
entered the classroom chanting, and barricaded 
the door with the teacher’s desk. One woman 
distributed Chicago leaflets while the rest of 
us lined up in front of the c lass room, and we 
stopped chanting one woman began to address 
the clas c She rapped about how American imperial- 
ism fucks o»/er the people of the world, and 
about people’ o struggles for self ■ determination 
Another woman spoke about how imperialism 
oppresses the black colony within America. When 
a third woman began to talk about the material 
oppression of women and the necessity to break 
out of subordinate roles and join the struggle, 
some men got uptight and tried to charge the 
door m order to get out and call the pigs- These 
pig agents were dealt with while a fourth woman 
continued to rap to the people in their seats 
aoout Chicago and the necessity to take s*des 
with the peoples 01 the world Somehow a 
teacher managed to get out a back door, and the 
administration called the pigs Because of 
an unclean getaway, we were bunted a^ we left 
the school on charges of disorderly conduct and 
assault and battery 

Me Comb Community College is located in an 
a ii -white working cla^s community and trains 
the lota? white youth in the skills ne*.- 
e 6. i > for lower manage* lai jobs, positions that 
objectively oppress black people- By bunting into 
a classroom during ima) ex* a nr- , and by talking 
to people auont whot’i- happening m the world, we 
u . i r n ■ t.*d t h c m with t hei r dual posit .< on i n 

tiiist -jciety Ihoy ate oppressors because 
w 1 their a c c v p an - e c f p r i v i e go an u t he } a r e 
oppu. ud be . auit of the w objective relationship 
i ^ : hi r a 1 i\ & c ! .is > . 

(In .\i'. rihe c oiaiie it ftdj a wiiit ii whiO made the 
. * uit.Cii nappo. r. UigUfi . ...ng w..‘iiion through ex 
* •m i ,' i ' y a:** K'i. i ~ key to the v%ay Jo work it is 

1 v. i ‘ by '■ lObiT mure 
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necessary to struggle to raise a^b.iousiitas 


of women’s oppression and male supremacy m t lu 
context of world revolution We do noi just uige 
women to become fighters, nor do we ju^t taik to 
t h em ab out t ak ing sides It is nevcss-ii) to b u . i u 
a fighting movement that provides material mp 
port fox national liberation struggles in the 
black colony and throughout the world That force 
needs fighters - both men and women. 

All over the city people talked to us about 
McComb, and wanted a Me Comb to happen at theii 
school. Our action spoke to the new rcie that 
women have to play, and has helped bring women 
from McComb and around the city into out tight 
ing movement. 

TV CR1TICSM BY MIKE KLONSKt 

In the mass issue oi NLN there x s a 
on the n Motor City 9" These SDScrs from Detroit 
went into a classroom at working daes McComb 
Junior College^ having done no previous work there 
walked into a classroom, and ban leaded r he 
during a final exam, and allegedly preceded to 
use the karate which the, had learned during 
their summer in Detroit beat up duaerA.s wfu 
were male chauvinist, u. ist ; or s imp > ..o^>an'* 
dig the line they were running down The stt-amts 
then turned them in to the pigs. 

Actions Suv.li as these,- whiwh the no.* « .‘til 
leadership sees as "t Aempiaiy', M ?h: a. u be i;.u 6 h: 
against Militancy should be encouraged and - ^ 
should the will to tight the enemy the 

working class must be won over with pat-mm and 
not arrogance We must a. so icaua r hat o jaciu.- 
from Ann Arbor can also learn mu*h i . . o .n 
working -ci ass >Outn at Macomb as mit • cd a- 
they might be with chauvinism 
• 50 - 

VOUR PLANTS NhtD RE \ E oEtock 

OTTAWA J Canaaa [iS o, - ^.vt.a.rig to I). 

Pearl Weinberger, a bmiogy nrca.,.1.. at iiu j 

University o t Ottawa wh^ aid ^ : c a ; j .. r g - 1 ud ; 

on the subject, .orn, .uunDt.: pea: mu ... . i 

over a 2 4 -hour period 'Vu.u dc t . n “ w fe :- 

taller, stronger, and .luiai when i _ . k - ... 6 - 
play e d to the m M 3u 
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1’EOfT. I; ' S PADS; 

hi km x 1. 1 RADICALS AiM LOR MASSIVE RENT STRIKE 
LIBERATION News Service 

BI KKt: ; 1. . Calif aNS j - A deceptively peaceful 

Ik.IvlU) summer has been spent m research and 
^Udtvgiv planning for a massive rent strike 
against corporate landlord this fall, reported 
Tim Hndlt> or the San Lxancisco Chromcie Mike 
Pciacour, veteran People' s Park organiser, 
mapped out the new cuicction oi the Berkeley 
ladivdl mOwement. ’’We're moving to establish the 
po»\ e i Ij con t io* ear own environment " 

The ehicf target- are live real estate 
or management ixims which handle most of the 
rentals ±n the South Campus area and which are 
expand ing thvxr hording to other nearby sections 
oi Berkeley Ihese mm: are all raising rents 
t h i s tali some at much as $50 per month 

I he Berkeley radicals expect to piuiit from 
the legal arid technical cApti itnee gamed by 
i he : t udt n t ^ommun dy o t Ann Ai bo r . Mi oh 1 gan * 
which wxii enter it; second year of a rent 
d. iiKt true ytai The Michigan struggle began 
with ibOU iUiKti: last yea/ and spokesmen for 
the tenant * ~ uiddi predict oOuO wii* be in 
fcOxvcd thx*. la. x Kent icau^ t xoric were granted 

m \ he ti.sC c 2 - c r that Welle to a j U 1 y tlxal. 

ab^.ut a month into the Ann Arbor strike 

Olgalix.eie vlu ioiOA t vtH greater paitlC- 
ipat-^n iii the Berkel-.* strike Martin Brown ; 
a graduate, student id Bx jph) :U: who completed 
ifiuc h ui the i urnme r njcar .h m the campaign 
pi jj v v l td i v.ali illiagilic fna y De ^.0 000 people 
m - 1 r ■ k e here *n a v^upit ji years x.t mxght 

set a pi L cede lit K l tile Nation M 

H‘. h.Jpcs thx' iricliiuiie: at Fc^Ric S talk 
w * k *. he l giii c ii 'A'lA.m U) art a r eric f > among the 
Uj'.ui.. .. . ’ JL r I - t : x r. A;> the I Ait . divide re cog - 

• ■ i v • . j jj .. ^ p i . hat the j ha. v t h r n gh t t O 

vi* . .ihaU c-'ni, . c nv . . w-wii ^airunun. t, it s time 

p-. ^pic jiiu.ed t . i aKe community wTitioi away irom 

'• <j Hik ... wi t : U v laliUiUil:' * * 

50 

' - ’ • 

' i •- x-c pa; ; . ’ L. ' ^cptcmt>cr bx.i 

o- ' ] ' o .9o0 rriwit* 


AMBASSADOR KIDNAPPED TO HELP BRAZIL’S 
REVOLUTION 

By Allen Young 
LIBERATION News Service 

Armed Brazilian revolut lonai les took the 

U.S : Ambassador into involuntary custody Sept. 4 

in Rio de Janeiro, announcing that they would 

execute him unless their political manifesto was 

read on the airwaves and 15 political prisoners 

were released. 

The kidnapping was carried out by a clandes- 
tine revolutionary group known as MR- 8 MR 
stands for Movimento Revoluci onari o , and the num- 
ber "eight” is a reference to Oct 8, 1967, the 
day Che Guevara was assassinated in Bolivia- 

The ambassador, C. Burke Elbrick, was taken 
from his limousine and carted off to parts un- 
known in a Volkswagen microbus. 

The embassy, which would make no comment 
on the demands of the revolutionaries, gave 
this account of the kidnaping, according to The 
New York Times: 

"At 1:50 p.im, as the ambassador was being 
driven back to his office by his Brazilian 
chauffeur, Custodio Abel da Silva, a long-time 
embassy employe, the gunmen goi out of a small 
car, believed to be a Volkswagen, ahead of the 
ambassador's Cadillac 

"They climbed into the limousine , disabled 
its radio- telephone and forced the chauffeur to 
drive up a side street leading to one of Rio’s 
numerous quiet hillside residential districts 
There, men carried the Ambassador to the wait- 
ing Volkswagen truck and drove off They left 
the driver unharmed " 

The Brazilian foreign minister, Jose de 
Magalhaes Pinto (a multi-millionaire honker], 
called the capture of the a:nb.*> -adcr "an a- t 
of pure and simple terrorism ” 

But who was MR-8 trying to tcrroiiiC' The 
Brazilian people 9 The driver of the nar , a 
Brazilian identified as a long-time embassy 
employe, was unharmed It the Bran 1. j an people 
are being terrorised by any. -no. it is nor MR 8, 
but rather U S imperialists, who tukt aw<*> the 
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nation's fabulous riches and impose a system 
characterized by poverty, disease, miserable 
slums and illiteracy -- the daily violence and 
terror of imperialism. 

Nor was the intent to terrorize the North 
American citizens living in Rio -- though some 
day that might happen MR- 8 chose the ambassador, 
Washington’s and Wall Street’s chosen representative 
they didn't kidnap members of his family. 

The contents of the MR-8 political manifesto, 
which was read over all Brazilian radio stations 
(in accordance with the demands), were not hinted 
at in wire service reports. In any case, the 
action was obviously an attack on the Brazilian 
military dictatorship and on the U S role in 
Brazil. In recent years, American investments 
m Brazil have increased and so have the repressive 
measures of the dictatorship. 

Several small revolutionary groups have 
stepped up their activities recently There 
have been dozens of bank robberies -- the money 
is used to buy weapons and other supplies for 
protracted armed struggle m the cities and in 
the countryside. Action by police officers, many 
of whom have taken State Department police 
courses in the US, has put hundreds of activists 
behind bars Many have suffered torture. 

By using the ambassador to bargain for the 
release of the 15 political prisoners, MR-8 
focused attention on U S influence in Brazilian 
affairs and the repressive nature of the regime- 
The two have been inextricably linked The 
cui rent regime was established by a coup d'etat 
in April 1964 with the support of the U-S 
Embassy, which feared the growing role of 
leftists in the reformist regime of President 
Joao Goulart 

Brazil' an re voiut lonar i es have carried out 
many a .i;on.r to bur id their struggle to improve 
the li.es of the nation's 90 million people Last 
y ear , Capt Carlos Lamar oa. joined by other 
soldiers , drove away from an army base with 
two t. ruck loads of ammunition and weapons Lamar ca 

a nd h ; c lumrades haven't been caught yet. 

A U 5 Army captain was executed by Brazilian 
! n j 9 ‘ ; Sepr 6 7 19*69 a shit load more c ^ w 


leftists one year ago, Capt. Charles R. Chandler, 
who was in Sao Paulo studying Brazilian and 
Portuguese history in preparation for a teaching 
job at West Point, was machine-gunned to death 
in the driveway of his home- Leaflets identified 
him as a ’’Vietnam war criminal” and said he was 
killed as a "warning to all his followers who one 
day or another will answer for their actions to 
the revolutionary tribunal.” 

Kidnapings and executions have been used by 
radical groups in other Latin American countries 
as part of a continental campaign to expose and 
a ww ack U.S. imperialism. Members of a Guatemalan 
urban guerrilla organization killed Gordon Mein, 
U.S. Ambassador to Guatemala, in his embassy car 
on Aug. 28, 1968, when he resisted their attempt 
to abduct him. 

-30- 
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U.S. ECONOMIC INVASION OF THAILAND 
PALO ALTO, Calif. (LNS) — When the U.S. 
starts protesting that it’s not interested in the 
internal affairs of another country, that’s the 
time to start checking the facts. Pacific 
Research reports that U.S. corporations are en- 
tering Thailand at an "astonishing” rate. Under 
the current regime Thailand is an imperialist's 
paradise. Wages are very low, partly because 
labor unions were outlawed in 1958. 100% foreign- 

owned enterprises are permitted; these corpora- 
tions can import machinery duty-free. New firms 
are given a tax holiday for five years. Under 
Thai law the government cannot establish firms 
in competition with promoted private firms. 

Tariffs and quotas on imports, normally considered 
protection for local industry, are being set up 
explicitly to attract foreign firms. 

Some American corporations already in or 
contemplating investment in Thailand are: Union 

Oil, Gulf Oil, Continental Oil, Standard Oil of 
Indiana, Tenneco, Union Carbide, Goodyear, Fire- 
stone, U.S. Calabrian, Standard Oil of New 
Jersey, Castle § Cooke, Kaiser Aluminum and 
Chemical, and Charles Pfizer § Co. Pharmaceuticals. 
American banks in Thailand include the Bank of 
America and the Chase Manhattan Bank. Manu- 


facturer's Hanover Trust, First National City 
Bank, Morgan Guaranty Trust and Banker's lrust all 
plan to set up operations. 

A statement from the Economic Research 
Division of Chase Manhattan Bank released April 1, 
1969, sums up the American’s disinterested stance. 

"Thailand promises to be an excellent invest- 
ment and sales area for Americans if the rebel 
insurgency can be contained ” 

-30- 

r + + + + + t + + + tt + +tT + + T + + + -f + t^t + t+tT + + TiT + tft+ + + t + HT+ + + 

INVESTMENTS IN THAILAND CONDEMNED 

BANGKOK (LNS) -- US. investment in Thailand, 
constantly on the rise, has been condemned by the 
Patriot Front of Thailand. The front charges that 
U.S. capitalists "barbarously and ruthlessly plunder 
and exploit the Thai people and extract huge profits 
which are increasing year by year." 

American investors have earned an average of 
6,900 baht each year in recent times - (There are 
20.8 baht to the dollar.) The tendency is toward 
making Thailand more dependent on the United States. 

In 1958, for example, Thailand's trade deficit 
was 302 million baht, while in 1967 it was 1,624 
million baht. Current U S, investments in Thailand 
are worth 7 billion baht -- 13 times higher than 
investments in 1961. There are 160 companies in- 
vesting in Thailand. 

The military intervention is also serious. 

There are about 10,000 US. troops and advisors 
in Thailand, which has become a major military 
base for the U.S. in Asia, Over 80% of the planes 
dispatched to Vietnam take off from Thai airports, 
especially the Utapao air base, where B-52’s 
are stationed, 

-30- 
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PEACE AND FREEDOM PARTY DISBANDS IN NEW YORK 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- The Peace and Freedom 
Party passed a resolution Aug. 13 disbanding the 
party in New York City, ending its 20 month ex- 
istence . 

A press release stated that the Party's funda- 
mental flaw was its failure to reorganize "the 
diametrically opposed views" represented by the 
radicals and the liberals who made up the party. 
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LEFT-WING TROUBLEMAKERS ATTACK GOLF TOURNE'r 
By Robin Suits 

LIBERATION News Service/ Minority Report 

DAYTON, Ohio (LNS)- Golf has always peen the 
sport of businessmen, and a tournament has 
always been the occasion for a massive cam- 
paign by lo:al businessmen to advertise their 
city's image as a stable and progressive 
business community . 

This year, the Dayton Chamber of Commerce 
didn’t quite pull it off Despite a massive 
advertising campaign to push the Chamber- 
sponsored Professional Golfer's Association 
(PGA) tournament, 34 united black and white acti- 
vist groups managed to raise the questions that 
the businessmen will never answer with a se- 
quence of militant disruptions of the PGA car- 
nival „ 

More than 100 people confronted golfers, 
spectators, and TV cameras over the four days 
of the tournament, August 14-17, which drew 
crowds of over 10,000 to Dayton’s green*. Eight 
whites and seven blacks were busted on a variety 
of typical charges, 

The third day of the tournament , Saturday 
August 16, brought the first major disruptions.. 

It all started at the 4th tee when a man threw 
a 250-page PGA program at South African Gary 
Player, a major contender for the championship, 
and prime example of the wealth and racism ol 
the sport. 

On the 9th green a man shouted as Player 
began to putt Just before the tenth tee an- 
other man threw ice in Player's face calling 

him a racist. At the thirteenth zreen, as 

6 both 

Player and his partner Jack Ni^klau- prepared 
to putt, a woman rolled another bail cut onto 
the green.. 

The most militant action came down on the 
tenth green. A young white man ran out tu the 
green to rap about Player and Nickiaus and was 
dragged away. In front of more than 10 0GU 
hostile spectators, and national med-a. - \ \ or 
seven black and white activists b:<Ae tight 


police lines and stormed the green. Nicklaus 
tensley clutched his club. 

Over 40 angry cops and fans mobbed the 
disrupters and in the scuffle which followed, 
the players' balls were thrown into a sand 
trap and the green was torn up. As the dis- 
rupters were dragged away, the crowd began to 
chant "Kill the pigs" 1 "Lynch the niggers"’ 
and "Use your clubs"’ 

Next day. close to SO whites manned a 
militant picket line at the course gate, 
chanting, leafletting and talking to the peo- 
ple about the bust*.. As the picket broke up 
four more people were ripped off by the cops 0 

Player's response to the week-end par- 
ticularly sums up the atmosphere of the gamer 
"I've noticed, especially in the free world, a 
tremendous lack of discipline and it disturbs 
me- all these pickts and demonstrations " 

The thinking behind the PGA offensive 
began several weeks before the tournament, 
when the Chamber was making plans to spend 
over $1 million exploiting the PGA’s business 
potential,, As a PGA brochure aimed at pot- 
ential advertisers stated golf is '’the boom- 
ing sport whose humblest disciples are the 
leaders of industry and commerce- -the country's 
dec ; s ion maker : ’ The facade cx progressive 
non-partisan politics under the control 

of ^o-'.pcrate liberalism has rarely been shaken 
in Dayton, the M Gt m City," but the opportunity 
for national bad pub icit> for the business 
common ny w * d ripe.. 

Twenty rei/en demands were made to the 
Chamber by the coalition prior to the tourn- 
ament.. The major demand was for the funding 
oi a 'tevr People’? foundation ' with at least 
a ? mu Ji money ay was t* pent n the go 1 1 game 
The i v - a i ail' I. • a : o i the So at no n Ch r i ? 1 1 an 

Leadership Conic* e- :u. - w^s designated by move- 
ment groups to tier: ter the iu nr act ton. 

•Speak l ng i or r he .. calm on . Me i Ja . k -on of 
the black militant Da> ton 0>. gam ration threat 
c-ned " to br l ;.g Da/tcn to its knee- *Lth em* 
bar r^?sTr*enr. ■ ii the demand r were nor adequately 
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dealt with. The Chamber cock a hard line 
refusing to negotiate. 

After the demands were made the Chamber 
began to imply that profits from the tourn- 
ament would go to so called charitable organ 
lzations, It was obvious to the coalition 
that most chanties axe not cni> ineffectual 
but often overtly racist and exploitative of 
the poor,, Furthermore it wa? obvious that 
charities like most long standing institutions 
in American society are run by and for rich 
people 0 The coalition rejected donations to 
"charities" as meaningful reparation. 

Inside sources say that the Chamber wanted 
to blame it all on Dayton SDS. Although they 
overtly denied any fear of the threats of dis 
ruption the largest security force in the 51 
year history of the PGa patrolled the grounds 
day and night,. There were cops from almost 
every area town and county, numbering in the 
hundreds, As Player aptly put it ■ More 
cops made the cut than golfers/’ 

On Saturday morning just before the first 
major disruptions, the uptight Chamber sued 
for a court restraining order against three 
black and three white activists and their org- 
anizations. as well as any disrupter? of the 
tournament. The reason given in court for 
the order was that 'persons known and unknown 
are conspiring to disrupt the tournament and 
cause irreparable damage to the Chamber and 
community./’ Shades of conspiracy raps 

The irreparable damage whi_h the Chamber 
referred to was the realisation of the threat 
of disruption and the resultant bad publicity 
In this the coalition had few problems. 

Although media across the ~cuntr> a.stor 
ted and ignored the politics of me disruption 
the fact that life lor the power struct -r= i.? 
not comfortable in Dayton ^ame through. One 
reporter wrote that he thought ct Sxrhan Sirhan 
while on the coarse, Sjpcrts I:.'u?trattd devoted 
most of its coverage to the './ion unJ the 
New VorJ< Times put the disruption? m head' mes 
for 3 days running. 

L i B F Ra I i C \ \e*? Se r 


Both Nicklaus and Player were vitally 
affected by the disruptions. Newsmen reported 
that Player '‘feared for his life.," Nicklaus 
said that the fear of incomprehensible disturb 
ances was very distracting to his golf game, 

"1 never calmed down until I woke up this morn 
mg/' he complained '’then I read the papers 
and got upset all over again/’ 

The legaJ defense of the fifteen who were 
busted will be handled by William Davis a civil 
rights and constitutional lawyer. Financial aid 
is essential . Send donations to The Minority 
Report Box 252 Dayton Ohio 45401. Make 
checks payable to the same* 

-30 
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CHAIRMAN FRED HAMPTON BACK WITH THE PEOPLE 
LIBERATION News Service 

CHICAGO tLNSj Fred Hampton, Deputy 
Chairman or the Black Panther Part> for Illinois* 
is back with the people, alter lour months 
imprisonment , without ari^ bail set 

The 2i-year old bia^k revolutionary was 
released irom Menard Prison when the courts 
finai iy agreta to set hi? ransom tec a: $40 000 
bond ox $4000 ±n o ic tr A e vabic ,a:h People paid 
the $4 , 00U 

Fred xS wurreniiy appcaxitig a t~on fiction 
on charges of restraining an ut cream vendor 
whiie some children nppea oil $7i worth of 
ic.e ^ream bar? in chi cage people refer to the 
uuxdent as the "uie&t he Cream Heist," but the 
matter i ? n- jJkc The ?uit would ixke to put 

him aw ay 1 i j cai j 

in a brief lap wxth Ai ftu?cnfeld 01 the 
seed Ftcd or Menard Fix son inmates 

a- a BnvK Farther chapter oi the x r own He round 

it cab/ t w-ji ■- i(i .c hi? O . w Ulc i ? a n j a., i Ol 

me - r it i . ■ i u • « o . i a >. y poitfi ixax , ’ ’ 1 h c $ re 
itaxo.)' ^e 1 1 mg the * x minds together The^ 
become stronger ana at the some time the^ become 
better 1 had the marine to UxR ?ome 
bxother? that were Panther? Ov^wti there who are 
trying Ikj diiea thxS bitterness and channel it 
1 1 1 1 O o OfTic xfitciil^cfit Itv'OiUtiOnaf/ action 

I i j ? mo i lit w a ?■ cicar i; a? hi gh as ever and 
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WHERE Till: NATIONAL GUARD IS AT 


his revolutionary bravado was certain iy intaa 
When Fred learned that Illinois Deput> Minister 
of Education Billy "CHE" Brooks had been vamped 
on and kidnapped by fifty or so pigs for sup- 
posedly shooting at a hot -dog stand rent-a-pig 
named Jones, he issued a challenge demanding that 
Jones meet him on the street so that he could 
"beat him to death with a hot sausage/' letting 
Jones choose any weapon he liked 

Fred had high praise for the Illinois group's 
accomplishments during his absence. Twenty-five 
squads of Chicago cops were held to a stand-off 
in a recent attack on three local panthers. "Three 
brothers, by themselves, stood off 150 pigs We’re 
saying that at average we don't need but around 
20 brothers to stand off the entire Chicago Police 
Force «" 

Hampton balked at articulating a definitive 
view on the current hassles between SDS and 
the Panthers He expressed the opinion that the 
Panthers and SDS are m a stage of revolutionary 
criticism, and that each has offered the othei 
both positive and negative criticism 

Fred said he didn't mind bexng singled out 
by prison authorities for harassment What he 
mostly wanted to talk about was the mood of the 
men he met in jail; 

"I think a whole lot of those brothers m 
jail, the lumpen proletariat ot the revolutionary 
struggle, are going to be able to come back out 
on the streets one day and prove to the people 
that the real criminals aren’t those who 
are m jail, but the stupid, mug-headed dem- 
agogic, lying politicians behind .ouh benches 
and elsewhere 

"The day is coming soon when those pe^pie 
who come out of jail have the opportunity to try 
some of those motherfuckers who put them in 
jail and place them behind baro " 

-30- 

WHO'S THAT ANGEL A-COM1N' ALTER ME . 

(From UPI) -- "Addressing 1,000 New \ork police 
evangelist Billy Graham said police are ’Gud‘s 
agent for punishment . ' " 

-30- 
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LNS/ REpress 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (LNS) -- In 1964, the National 
Guard was called up five times 3,100 soldiers 
of the state were sent into action against the 
people in the streets. 

Last year the number of call-ups rose 
to 106 and involved 150,000 soldiers. In the 
first half of 1969, the Guard was called up 
thirty times, pitting 24,100 Guardsmen against 
actions ranging from People's Park in Berkeley 
to black rebellions across the country. 

Interviews m the U.S. News and World 
Report of June 30 indicate clearly that the pur- 
pose of the Guard has shifted almost entirely 
from serving as a reserve force in time of 
foreign war, to a ready force to face and fight 
Americans at home. 

Another conception of the Guard has alw- 
ays been that it is pretty much a hometown bunch 
ready to cope with hometown emergencies The 
fact that the Federal government is moving to 
increase its share in funding the guard from 
900 million dollars a year to a billion and a 
quarter suggests that the U.S, has some serious 
ideas about how it will use the Guard — not 
just io eitan up after heavy rainstorms 

The states themselves s around which the 
Guard is organized, contributes only 55 million 
a year 

Col Robert B. Riggs was quoted in 'Army' 
Magazine as saying, "One trend is self-evident; 
metropolitan police cannot cope with even disor- 
ganized violence when it reaches high proportions 
Tomorrow, police and National Guard urixts may not 
be abre to cope with urban viCxence that is well 
organized " 

But m the meantime, the Guard is trying. 
In the District of Columbia, an exptrt "counter 
sniper" has been assigned to every squad in the 
locai guard California is organized a complex 
airlift system to trouble spots. Ohio is fitting 
i t o copters with gus sprayers, and just about 
tviry state i - e-calating the level of their 
tc-.hru^ai counter - insurgency material -30- 
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"RIOT CONTROL AGENT" KJLLS 

WASHINGTON, D C (LNS) -- lhc U.S Army has 
bought enough CS gas for use m Southeast Asia 
since 1964 to cover every square mile of Vietnam 
with gas to spare, CS (ch iorobenzy 1 1 dcnemalono- 
nitrate) is a toxic chemical which supposedly 
acts like tear gas. Biologist Matthew Mcselson, 
calculating from figures in an Army field manual, 
reports that between 1964 and 1969 the Army 
purchased 13,736,000 pounds of CS, CS-1, and 
CS-2 for use in Southeast Asia only. The 1969 
purchase of 6,063,000 pounds exceeds the 1964 
purchase by 16 times. That’s enough to cover 
80,000 square miles, if dispersed by helicopter 
The area of Vietnam is about 66,000 square miles. 

Meselson, biology professor at Harvard and 
a consultant to the U.S. Arms Control Agency, 
says the widespread use of CS m Vietnam puts it 
in the category of chemical weapon, rather than 
a riot control agent. As such, he argues, its 
use is in violation of the international ban 
against chemical warfare. 

The Army uses CS in a variety of ways: to 

spray down enemy tunnels; to spread over large 
areas by helicopter; and to pack into artillery 
shells . 

The U.S, claims that CS is a non- lethal gas 
which has no harmful after effects, thus putting 
it out of the chemical weapon category There 
is only a grain of truth in this argument: CS 

is not always lethal when used in certain con- 
centrations. But in testimony before the Bertrand 
Russell War Crimes Tribunal m Copenhagen, 196 
Dr. Abraham Behar reported th -it CS van cause 
” death through acute inflammation and pulmonary 
edema at strong concentrations oi 10 to IS mg. 
per liter of air ” 

He testified that the concentration of the 
gas m tunnels and shelters often r eadu- tin- 
lethal level, and cited as an example the clearing 
of the hamlet of Vinh Quang in Binh Dinh prc\ in* c 
in September, 1963 The spraying oi 48 toxic ga- 
containers into the shelters theie iv-udcd in the 
death of 35 persons and the seven, pomon.ng of 
25 others. Of the 60 people, J 8 *ere ih-idrcn 
and 26 women . 

- 30- 


( Editor's note: The following short s come to LNS 

courtesy ot Harry Ring.) 

A WITH IS GOOD FOR BUSINESS 
According to a federal court ruling, a business 
executive may deduct his wife’s travel expenses 
from his tax returns even if she doesn’t perform 
any duties of a business nature. The ruling held 
that the wife’s presence can promote the company's 
image "or otherwise enchance its interests.’’ (LNS) 

XXX 

STRANGE LOVE BUT TRUE 

Supporting a House action to ban demonstrations 
at the Pentagon, Rep. Alexander Pimie (R-N.Y.) de- 
clared Pentagon officials "should be permitted to 

perform their tasks in an atmosphere free of violence. 
(LNS) 

XXX 

INTEGRATION FORGES AHEAD 
In a precedent-shattering move, a black woman 
has been chosen to serve as a judge at this year’s 
Miss America contest. She’ll help crown one of 
the 50 competing white girls. (LNS) 

XXX 
LADY BOUNTIFUL 

Mrs. Jackie Onassis, who flew her New York 
butcher to Greece to assure that the wedding meat 
was cut right, donated $200 to support the striking 
Charleston, N-C. hospital workers ( LNS) 

XXX 
H HANKS A LOT 

The 40 per cent of Lee County, Miss families 
living below the poverty level will undoubtedly be - 
pleased by the Dept of Agriculture's Farmers Home 
Administration decision to underwrite a $265,000 loan 
to build a golf course for the all-white Natchez 
Trace Golf Club, Inc in that county. (LNS) 

XXX 

BEWARE OT YANKS BEARING GIFTS 
With the global :-pread of the tube, the U.S 
information Agency is shifting the emphasis of its 
O' cr sea,- brainwashing cpeiu* ion from movies fo TV 
A prime market loi such material, a spokesman said, 
is Sw»uth Vietnam "Alter ail," he remarked, "we 
gave them the IV" station, 1 suppose we can expect 
a tali amount oi access to its air time." (LNS) 
XXX 

QUOi A I JON TOP OUR i I ME 

"God gav.e me m> money " -John D Rockefeller 
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SUPPORT BUILDING HERE FOR THE IRISH 
STRUGGLE AN INTERVIEW 

LIBERATION News Service 

The National Association of Irish Ju- 
stice (NAIJJ is a coalition of American groups 
supporting the civil rights struggle in North- 
ern Ireland* it is the voice m the United 
States of the Northern Irish Civil Rights 
Association. The NAIJ was formed last April. 

The grandson of James Connolly the late Irish 
industrial union and liberation leader cam e 
to the United States about six years ago. He 
has worked as a long shoreman and as an ox-* 
ganizer for the California grape picker’s strike. 
This interview was made with Ruth Shereff m 
New York City on September 1 1969 0 

* * w 

WHAT IS THE OBJECTIVE OF YOUR ORGAN I ZATION? 

Our objective is to bring all Irish 
American organizations together into one asso- 
ciation, to present a united front throughout 
the country to organize, mobilize and consol' 
idate the 30 to 40 million Irish Americans.. 

That in itself will be a tremendous political 
development m the United States,, to bring 
such a political force together. We are not 
just a service and a representative or^ani ca- 
tion ^ we are also organizing other groups. 

It is coming along very fast , and if 
the conference we plan fox October is a suc- 
cessful as ltnow seems it will be it looks 
like it will be a new force m American politics,. 

We will make clear demands on the Amer 
ican government and on people who get elected 
through our votes, in terms of the in~h ques- 
tion, and 1 have no doubt that having seen 
that we can win major victories in that man- 
ner , people then will also begin to realize 
that is the way to make real changes m this 
country, 

THE IRISH HERE TEND TO BE A CONSERVATIVE FORCE 
IN POLITICS o DO lOU THINK THAT THE MOVEMENT 
WILL TURN OUT CONSERVATIVE IN ORlENlATiON OR 
WILL IT EVENTUALLY RELATE THE CIVIL RIGHTS 


STRUGGLE IN I RE I AND, THE STRUGGLE FOR HOUSING, 
JOBS, AND EDUCAI ION WITH THE SITUATION IN THE 
STATES ! 

I don’ t agree that the movement here 
will turn out to be conservative because it 
is following the direction of a movement 
which is not conservative. Eventually people 
may discontinue support of the progressive 
movement, or they will change their own ideas. 

I think also there is an error m the analysis 
of the Irish Americans m this country,, 

There is no doubt that their political expression 
seem highly conservative even to the extent 
that many of the Irish are racist and reaction- 
ary in terms of American politics. But I think 
that is more surface than fundamental, I think 
that is a result of miseducation 0 

People learn through their experiences 
and through action much more readily than they 
do through academic arguments. We are involving 
people m organizational mechanisms which they 
themselves will control rather than being given 
a line to follow.. They will have to deal with 
their own ideas, it will be an activist organ- 
ization which means they will have to go into 
motion on questions they say they support* 

Through that they will learn, we will all 
learn - it will be a very good example and ex- 
perience for the so-called American left to 
watch, 

I don t think the youth movement and 
the left movement is anything to write home 
about- there is * tremendous super oral neu 
rests existing in the United States with all 
the -iassxcai symptoms in dress and everything 
else,, 1 have no objection to it but it is 
very important tc understand what it represents. 

i happen to think that it would be an 
error at this time to expend too much energy in 
pointing out the parallels between civil rights 
m Ireland and at home. i think that in effect 
talks down to people. I remember a leaflet 
that was put out at an early stage by some 
radicals that wanted to help the civil rights 
movement. They called a demonstration and put 
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out a leaflet saying, "you've ~een it in Selma 
you’ve seen it in Chicago now you see it in No 
rthern Ireland," To assume that anyone who sees 
on television the stuff that came over irom Nor 
them Derry does not see the parallel 1 = to as- 
sume they are idiots. It does not make for the 
best sort of rapport between people and I dis • 
approve of that sort of propaganda 

When we started organizing m San Francisco, 
the people were anti -black, etc I was away for 
a month; when I came back they were talking about 
getting support from the black community and 
that they had to support them.. They began to 
realize there was a community of interest but 
they realized it by carrying the same signs 
they had seen other people carrying before,, To 
push it is to wind up with a iot of lip service 
that won’t help the blacks, won't help the grape 
Strike, won’t help anybody, 

WERE MOST OF THE IRISH GROUPS PREVIOUSLY UNDER 
THE CONTROL OF LOCAL POLITICIANS? 

It would be more correct to say they support 
ed various politicians. To a certain extent 
they were organized under a patriarchal system,, 
Since it developed out of an immigrant pop* la 
tion. naturally they protected immigrant inter 
ests, A man would come oil a ship, he would be 
informed that such and such John Malloy represents 
this organization he would be taken to Gadu 
Park where certain local figures would be pointed 
out to him which was another way wz telling him 
"that "s how you move through the :v,*e ty here “ 

So they were politician^ but on a dnftrem 
level - like some of the ward politician;. 

It developed originally as a detvri.it me char* 
ism, you know this country u^ed to have S;.gn> 
up all over "No Irish Need Apply . * A.- we broke 

through and as the Irish pecp:e started f.o &■. t 
some rights here, the leadership undc-d to hit- 
contact with the membership to soak vuuii be- 
cause there didn't seem to be the ne.ei.-it> f or 
it- They had gone through the struggles \n r he 
trade union and one thing ox another and made- 
it to some extent 

The error was while they dca. r K, r n Mu 
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problems here, they did not deal with the needs 
of the peopie in terms of the Irish question. 

Many of the people that come here to get jobs are 
oriented toward getting their families away from 
oppression. What has happened now is that the 
struggle in Ireland has re awakened their 
consciousness, and the organizations we are 
now building are younger more active and are 
beginning to relate definitely to the Irish 
question, 

Because many cf us don t want tc come over 
here^ we want to stay at home but we can't,, 
because of the conditions which exist m our 
country,, So we support the movement there which 
shows a possibility of correcting that situation,, 

AT ONE REALLY YOU SPOKE OF THIS* YOU SAID THAT 
THE SOUTHERN IRISH GOVERNMENT HAD NOT DONE ALL IT 
COULD THAT IT HAD NOT TAUGHT THE PEOPLE ABOUT THE 
D1SCRIM1NA1 ION AGAINST IRISH CATHOLICS IN THE 
NORTH. COULD YOU ELABORATE? 

The Sxtuation m Northern Ireland has existed 
for SO years the economic dependence of our 
people on and oppression by. the British Empire 
has existed for 800 years * Twenty- six of the 
thirty-two counties are under so -ailed Irish 
Republic rule dedicated and sworn to bring about 
a thirty two county republic, yet the six counties 
are still under British rule* 

S^x thousand British troops were just 
recently brought in the streets of houses 
were gutted and burned to the ground and the Irish 
government hasn t done anything., It may be a 
question of opinion it may be question of 
tactics bur when our people start getting shot 
dewn m Lhe street- and a government dedicated 
to ^a.irig our people's lives dees nothing - then 
something is wrong. 

In addition, the ia^t that m the North our 
people hu*e no vote, the fact that there is bla 
rant di - ^r imr nation has r-c.er been told to the 
lxish pcopit in »he south, the facts have not been 
’•-id tv our children. Many of us would have stayed 
over tc tight rather than vome over here had they 
billed upon uj and explained the necessity.. The 
d . i is > -n ci o*r v.ountry iv^ tartly accepted. 
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HOW DO THE IRISH IN NEW YORK RESPOND 10 YOUR 
CRITICISM OF THE SOUTHERN GOVERNMENT > 

Wu saw me speaking the othei night. I’m 
assuming you heard the answer which was that people 
were extremely enthusiastic and glad that someone 
was finally telling the truth.. Of course the Irish 
in America are the ones who know best Because they 
were driven out of Ireland and forced to immigrate, 
so they are less fooled by the bit ua t ion 

WHAT IS THE ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE IRISH IN THE 
UNITED STATES NOW? 

About 60% are now into office and more mana- 
gerial white collar positions,. 30% to 40% work in 
blue collar jobs, in factories. The great bulk of 
those are more recent immigrants,. Of course, the 
recent immigration laws have cut down on immigra 
tion to a great extent, there is less filling of 
blue collar jobs,, 

SOME OF YOUR SYMBOLS COME FROM THE IRISH REVOLUTION „ 
WOULD YOU SAY YOUR GROUP FOLLOWS THIS TRADITION? 

The Irish revolutionary tradition is similar 
to most revolutionary traditions. In Irish history 
there have been rebellions about every SO years. 

They have always reflected the nature of the 
oppression which was brought upon them. Because 
we were the first people colonized by trie British, 
there is a lot to be learned from our struggle as 
a part of the Third World Hopefully, *f we will 
succeed in getting our independence and bringing 
about our revolution, that may set erf a chain 
reaction that will put an end to neo- colonialism, 
especially that practiced by Great Britain, In 
other words , Africa does look very carefully at 
Ireland* 

The symbol of the plow and the rears was the 
symbol of the citizens army whjch was formed to 
defend the organizing efforts of the Transport 
Workers Union in Ireland, which Connery founded. 
Because Connolly was a socialist it r-ap^uj^ be* 
came oriented toward dealing with the ) iberan^ri 
struggle of Ireland. Tne slogan of the campaign 
was ''we serve neither King nor kzi.er /' and the> 
organized a strong, what you call here ’anti -draft 
campaign M 

Connolly was ojqi here between 1903 and 1910 
that was his second visit to the United States He 
organized with the Wobbiics tthe il\l\, and loaned the 
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Irish Socialist Federation in New York with 
Elizabeth Gurley Flynn. I recently learned 
that the drinking gourd used the same symbol 
in terms of the underground railroad escape 
route for slaves from the South, and songs 
about that were relevant m the States when he 
was here. The stars symbolize that which gives 
direction He was strong on that. The role 
of the revolution should be pointing the 
direction and moving with the people, not 
leading from above,. You've seen the symbol* 

It also incorporated the idea of beating your 
plowshares into swords* In other words, i t is 
also necessary to actually fight to win your 
independence,, 

HAVE YOU RUN INTO OPPOSITION FROM THE OLDER 
IRISH GROUPS? 

The question is one of tactics if any 
differences exist A but even the older groups 
are completely with us on the political question 
with regard to Irelando A lot of these people 
are much older and they can’t put out 50,000 
leaflets* That’s really the truth of the situa- 
tion* We don’t expect them to* we know they can 
teach us a lot frem their experience* 

WHAT DO YOU THINK LIBERALS AND YOUNG RADICALS 
SHOULD DO? 

We 1 1 A especially those with Irish heritage 
should form groups on their campuses and 
affiliate with us c The other thing is that 
there is a lot of work to be done* We need 
volunteers m the office (.210 E. 23 St„ 

New York, N„Y/J and people with experience in 
various campaigns,, It's time for people to go 
and organize m their own communities. The 
blacks have been saying that for a long time* 
Weil, that is what we are doin-*. 

O " 

* » i 

(.Editor's note The aba*e interview was edited 
lor printing. Ihe complete interview and more 
about, tne Irish support struggle m New York, 
as well ao a speech by Bernadette Devlin, can 
be obtained by writing to Radio Free People, 

160 Prospect Pia^-e, Brooklyn N , i\ ) 
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From the Chicago SEED [2628 N Halsted, 
Chicago, 111. 60614) -- .One note of 
interest: Just as the SEED and Muhammed Speaks 
were about to go into Federal Court to sue the 
hogbutcher for police press credentials, we 
got them in the mail 


From the Indianapolis Free Press lP 0 Box 88253, 
Indianapolis, Indiana) -- The Indianapolis Free 
Press is now on its 14th issue and thanks to 
increasing community support is still going 
strong- We’ve been mailing out our rag to more 
than 100 papers and would appreciate your papers 
in return - 

* * K 

The Young Lords Organization, a Puerto Rican 
revolutionary group, has opened a new office 
in New York City, and they have issued an appeal 
for contributions of office equipment, money and 
anything useful , Send to Young Lords New fork 
State Headquarters, 1680 Madison Ave , New York, 
N.Y. 10029. 

* + * 

Our revolutionary comrades m the Third World 
are eager to receive copies of underground news- 
papers in order to learn about local movement 
activities. Please help them by sending copies 
of your newspaper or magazine to Cuba They 
get there eventually Here's some specific 
addresses: 

Committee of Revolutionary Orientation of the 
Communist Party of Cuba, Havana, Cuba 

Cuban Mission to the United Nations, 6 E. 6/ St 
New York, N,Y. 

Embassy of the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government of South Vietnam, Havana, Cuba 

Embassy of the People's Democratic Republic 
of Korea, Havana, Cuba 

Recent visitors to Cuba report that the people 
representing these nations are very interested 

in reading your papers Send them' 

* * * 

From LNS: Not long ago, an LNS staffer was 

rapping on the telephone with Todd bitlm, of 
Dock of the Bay and many years in the movement, 
about cultural and political question^ This 
letter came from Todd in the mail a few days 
later, and we print it here with his permission. 

To push our conversation a little farther 
(1 can never remember to do so on prunes, when I 
see the dollars chugging onto somebody’^ bill); 
The reason many of us have trouble assimilating 
the ambivalent break-out violence of "it ", or 
the now-sds-is-fratemal -now-i t 1 s- snot rioted 
turnabouts of the Panthers, cr the ant i -pu, i i l cs 
of longhairs, or the counte rrevolut * cn ary dupe- 
smokers of Madison Avenue, is that our politxval 
vocabulary, and the concepts thit stand behind 
vocabulary and are refracted into ^Jmmun • •. at ion 
with it, has been debased into u:hc. - o r - On-: 
is "revolutionary" or "counte rrt 1 ut .oiuiv /' 


"vanguard" or "rearguard," "progressive" or 
"backward," "cultural" or "political" -- we have 
a range of dichotomies which we trot out to save 
the trouble of doing hard, specific, supple, 
dialectical [yes) analysis, analysis which finds 
the roots and the source of motion (change) of 
events iT phenomena m their specificity, and which 
does not confuse a judgment ("revolutionary," 
meaning "tending toward the revolution") with a 
description These dichotomies have the effect 
of reducing complex and changing phenomena to static, 
reified caricatures. Thus "the cultural revolution.” 
since it carries the word "revolution" in its trail, 
takes on an alignment with "the political revolu- 
tion" -- differences concealed by language, m turn 
concealed by not being able to talk about the 
cultural revolution from inside it s playing with 
its own concepts and reaching outward from them 
to connections (or lack of same) with the political 
modes 5 styles 

Another example I intended to write you about 
was an LNS article, in a recent packet, announcing 
the Aug, 17 demonstration m San Clemente.- There 
was something m there about an invitation "from 
the people of Southern Calnornia" to participate, 
what monumental horseshit: 1 trust I don't have to 

say why. In fact, the same sort of blunder drove me 
to write a poem you sent out ; called "Who Are the 
People?" The point is that underneath all our 
rhetoric about "the people" is a fundamental despair 
about the prospects of mass popular re volutionary 
motion among the reai people of this country 
Can't discount that despair, god knows But as 
long as .it weighs on us, how great the temptation 
to circumvent the very grave ^ nervewr ackmg $ 
arduous challenge of dealing with the country's 
peopie twho are after all imprinted: so many of them, 
with the country), by declaring ourselves to be, 
after ali ; the people. I'm reminded of a poem 
Brechr wrote m East Germany. 1953; something about 
the government deciding to "disband the people and 
elect another one." Again, no one can be -eif^ 
righteous about avoiding this incredible conceit, 
the very conditions oi our isolation as political 
revolutionaries, or whatever we are, warp our 
perceptions, force us to substitute judgments for 
perceptions and itdu. tionxst judgments at that 
Ll’ve got a fairly lung argument about al x this, 
which i* summar i <.ed in a short piece in the Sep- 
tember Ramparts; I'd be glad to get comments from 
you on it ) 

You see what happens. if "the people" uf 
Southern uiiiornia are -opposed to he up in arms 
against Nixon, and they turn cut not to be; why then, 
fuck the people In other words, the raiiute of the 
real people to niar-.h the imp^^/bic dc-cnptiona 
w c mak e or them, uiaqualxiies them from reaily 
bcxng "the people " Thus Weatherman, which makes 
most of AmexxOd ncnpeupit ihc reification of 
cur two- valued language (d quality of thought which 
this educational system is very good at implanting, 
ij. R e it- very "two .aiutd lugi;”) i s prologue to 
an utterly despairing x s o 1 a t i on 

Another aspect or the same phenomenon. Again, 
this is a 3 r y much a consequence oi growing up o living 
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in the American culture, with its premium on 
instant news and instant solution^. We are look- 
ing for panaceas. Let one group of workers seek 
SDS support for a picket line, and we are 
quick to issue a new theory of the readiness of 
workers. Let one poor white align with the black 
movement § we advertise him all over the left 
press, set up interminable press conferences for 
him; the Panthers will declare him to be the true 
vanguard of his people, SDS people will listen 
uncritically to his every word, and a new theory 
will be born. This is bitter experience talking. 

And how naturally dope fell into this’. How 
naturally long-hair became a symbol of post- 
scarcity communism! So then we're surprised that 
the long-hairs, many of them, are trying despera- 
tely (and desperate it is, desperate is anyone's 
struggle to remain sane § remotely connected to 
others m this last third of the twentieth fucking 
century) to work out some new version of the same 
old manifest-destiny, frontier, Ahab dream, only 
with motorcycles instead of covered wagons and dope 
instead of rum Did we think the system would be r. 
so fragile as to bow all that ideology! -- to 
drugs and paraphernalia? No; we talked about how 
capitalism would try to hold the young, would try 
to package the new culture $ present it as capital- 
ism’s own gift to a new nation. But we failed to 
reckon with the civilization's real force, the way - 
it presents itself (in child-rearing, education* 
the patterns of every day* taken-for-granted folk- 
ways) as natural and given -- in language, stan- 
dards, relations with others, relations with the 
environment. We expected the society to produce 
brand-new children, as if the birth-process does 
not carry the old genes; and if there were old 
genes in evidence, as in the various cultural rip- 
offs, we thought they were a merely conscious plot. 
Not merely conscious at all; they are sewn into 
the fabric of everything that this society gene- 
rates And there is nothing mere natural, nothing 
more American at all, than the ways of its young 
m a time when nuch of the old way of doing things 
is not only contaminated, not only sinful, but 
flatly impossible . 

This sounds despairing, but it is not In 
fact I think we must live on the other side of 
hope 5 despair both. One way of getting there is 
to abandon the necessity of the apocalyptic 
dreams. It will be a long haul. Things axe not 
"gom' down,” as the Springfield said, though the 
very language of hipness inclines us to those 
theatrical conceptions. Things axe falling apart, 
new groupings of people § consciousness are taking 
P 1 ace, but not in simple single-line trajectories 
There is no alternative to a con s cious Left, a 
movement which does not expert history to do its 
work for it, which does not credit the claims cf 
public-relations artists to have invented brand- 
new constituencies, not tarred with the old brushes. 
(Television, I'm convinced, has a lot to do with 
the apocalyptic expectations; cf Ultrabnte 
commercials among a zillion others ) A conscious 
Left expects to be presented with nothing but 
possibilities It does not dare to read entire 
populations by the evidence of a tew individuals; 
does not dare to make easy categorical proclama- 
tions about "the hip community" or "the hi *ck 
community” or "the Third World " It does not dare 


because it cannot afford the luxury of arrogance , 

It sees possibilities -and’ lt( understands the hold 
of bourgeois ideology; understands it because it 
sees how wrenched driven we are to purge ourselves 
of the traces. It sees possibilities $ it does 
not shrink from organizing (which does not mean 
haranguing or leafletmg) and it does not shrink 
from setbacks because it does not expect the 
society to have generated its own negation intact 
5 sweet-pure 

End diatribe; for now. React if you can 
take the time . 

Best , 

Todd 

[Todd Gitlin may be reached c/o Dock of the Bay, 

330 Grove st,, San Francisco, CA 94102] 

*• * * 

From LNS: This is a belated notice that the 

High School Independent Press Service, which once 
functioned here at 160 Claremont Av , New York, 
suspended publication. The HIPS people do not 
now have any plans to resume publication, either 
The people at the High School Commune and the 
New York High School Free Press, however, would 
be pleased to receive correspondence and queries 
from high school people. Their address. Apt. 2E, 
208 W. 85 st,. New York, N,Y 0 High school news- 
papers who wish to subscribe to LNS should write 
to us , 

* * ■* 

From LNS: In several recent packets, Ita Jones’s 

cooking column, The Grub-bag, carried with it a 
copyright not ice 0 LNS subscribers should please 
understand that this copyright notice was placed 
in the packet on the urgings of a commercial 
publisher, which is putting out a book of Ita's 
recipe/essays All LNS subscribers, and all 
people's governments everywhere, are free to 
publish Ita Jones work and all other LNS copy 
at any time without written permission. Please 
include the copyright notice and "bug” m your 
paper if you run the columns, however, 

+ * 

From Trans Love Energies {1S20 Hill St., Ann 
Arbor, Mich 48104J -- JACKSON, Mich -- History 
was written m the skies of southern Michigan 
Aug 16 as the Up rock and roll band seized 
Jackson radio station WIBM and made on-the-air 
demands for the release of John Sinclair from 
prison where he is serving a 10-year sentence 
for violation of the state narcotics laws, .. 
Members oi the band scoured the station house 
m seaxch of music appropriate to the occasion. 

It was immediately before the airing of Elvis 
Presley's JA1LH0USE ROCK that Up manager Dave 
Sinclair commanded, FREE JOHN SINCLAIR’” and the 
Upsters shouted their approval. 

[For full information about the John Sinclair 
ease, write to Trans-Love Energies; 1520 Hill st., 
Ann Arbor, Mich 48104, or call 313- 761 -3552 ] 
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TOP* Ho Chi Minh sent this photo to the NATIONAL GUARDIAN in spring;, ; 63 with 
a message asking the American people to help end the "undeclared war" 
against his country. 

Credit LNS 

BOTTOM- Credit LNS 


Thanks to the Guardian for making these photos available. 
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TOP* From a non* liberated area in South Vietnam, 

Credit Paul Templo/LNS, 


BOTTOM* Another in a fine series of Cuban anti*imperialist cartoons. 

Credit Palante/LNS. 
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Cartoon 

Credit The Movement, LNS 
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Top and Bottom- Credit The Movement /INS 


to tell the truth, 
there's not much more. 
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Top and Bottom- These poignant cartoons wii i go with an article on DDT which 

might appear m a future packet; cr , you can use them with other 
ariacles on ecology and conservation if any should happen to turn up- 

Credit'- Audubon LN 5 
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